	Paper two The Religious Community: Origins and their impact on the community IGCSE

	Aims: Students are required to convey their understanding of Religious Studies through a series of questions. 

Students must be able to: 



	Learning objectives: 

Students will study the main festivals observed by their chosen religion; the history of the festivals, their importance and significance to the followers of the religion; how they are observed, and the worship, rituals and traditions associated with them. 
The celebration and significance for Christians of the festivals of Christmas and Easter. Students will study the main festivals observed by Christianity; the history of the festivals, their importance and significance to the followers of the religion; how they are observed, and the worship, rituals and traditions associated with them. 


	Formative assessment:
Assessed writing; knowledge tests; classroom discussion and debate;
Summative assessment:
Exam in second year

	Key concepts:  (Tick those included)
1. Beliefs, teachings and sources         

2. Practices and ways of life                  

3. Expressing meaning  

4. Identity, diversity and belonging  

5. Meaning, purpose and truth

6. Values and commitments                
	Key processes:  (Tick those included)
1. Learning about religion
· Investigate   
· Apply 

· Explain          

· Evaluate        

· Interpret       

· Analyse 
2. Learning from religion
· Reflect           

· Evaluate        

· Express          

	Resources:

Green ‘Christianity’ book
Worksheets: Parallel Gospel stories, Festival ‘wheel’, 

Request have lots of quizzes, key facts, Nativity story ideas for starters on Christmas and Easter.


	Topic No. 
	Key Topic
	Teaching, Learning, Assessment



	1.1 
	Festivals and celebration
	Half term second half, Autumn, three lessons per two weeks. SLA to teach.
Lesson 1: Refer to course Spec. 
The key areas of study will be: Main festivals, in particular Christmas and Easter, 
· History behind them, ( Bible, tradition and culturally e.g. at solstice…)

· their importance and significance to followers, ( why they are observed)

· How they are observed

· Worship, rituals and traditions during these festivals and the difference between these three.

Students choose a celebration, e.g. family birthday, Christmas, school founders day, Prom. 
Brain storm all the ways in which that event is celebrated, e.g. Founders day meal, service, change of timetabled lessons, visiting speaker,… or Christmas – do they eat a meal together? Are there sprouts? (Care to be taken this as Christmas can be a family flash point.) 

Discuss as class different ways they celebrate – draw out similarities as to why and how they celebrate e.g. tradition, because of an event in the past, because it marks a once in a lifetime occasion e.t.c.

Written task: A) summarise the key reasons why people celebrate festivals. (AO1) Why might celebrating festivals be difficult or divisive? (AO2) e.g. Orange order marches, Shia celebrations of the murder of Ali, forcing religious views on all the community/ ‘watering down’ religious interpretation of a festival.
Lesson 2: Introduce project Prep. To be handed in at the end of term.

‘ Christmas is no longer a religious festival’ Do you agree? Give reasons for your answer, refer to specific examples found in Warminster town and St.Denys Church, and show you have thought of different points of view.
This will need two lessons ‘field work’ before the end of term, once as a visit to the town, once to the Church. It will need to be as Christmas is building up, so post Advent.

Class task: Create a wheel diagram of the major Christian festivals in the Church’s year, indicating when the year starts and finishes. Question: what key ideas have you discovered from this diagram? Use green ‘Christianity’ book. Specific references TBfound!

Lesson 3: Death and resurrection of Jesus. Students given parallel Gospel stories of crucifixion and resurrection. Task: to highlight all material that is similar enough to be from the same source. (Refer to first half term work on development of the Bible.) From this, create a flo diagram of the key events. Using information about how Christian celebrate Holy Week and Easter, relate the story to the festival on same diagram (Worksheet to be finalised ) Answer GCSE question using information : Explain why many Christians believe Easter is the focal point of their faith. Give reasons to support your views and refer to both Christian beliefs and actions.
Lessson 4 and 5 Visit Warminster town and then St.Denys to research for Christmas project. These are evidence gathering exercises. If this is too difficult, it could be limited to one lesson visiting and one consolidating evidence ( leaflets, notices on boards, service sheets, adverts for Christmas shopping hours e.t.c.) 
Lesson 6: 
Hand in Prep project work
‘Christmas is more important to Christians than Easter’ Discuss

Or ‘ Christmas should be re named Winterval so as to include all the community’

‘Bah Humbug to Christmas. Its just consumerism gone mad’ Discuss.

Use these or other to prepare and have a debate. 

Set Christmas holiday work.
Lesson 7 Feed back on project.
If students are sitting Mocks this term, the project work can be done over the holidays, leaving time to prepare for Mocks and feed back.




