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     Instrumental Music 1700–1820 

Ludwig van Beethoven: Piano Sonata No. 8 in C minor, Pathétique, 
1st movement Sonata Op. 13 No. 8 in C– Movement 1 
Section A: Musical contexts

Beethoven’s Piano Sonata No. 8 in C minor, Pathétique, was composed at the start of the Romantic era, a period that spanned approximately 100 years, from 1800 to 1900. To understand the music it is helpful to look at the wider context of the Romantic movement.

1 Find out who were the famous writers and artists of the period. Give one example of a writer and a title of a book (or poem), and of an artist and a painting
Write your answers here:

A Romantic writer ………………………………………
Book/poem ………………………………………….…
A Romantic artist ………………………………………
Painting …………………………………………………
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2 Some of the most common themes in Romantic music were about human emotions and feelings about love, death, sorrow and the beauty of nature. Listen to a recording of ‘Nimrod’ by Edward Elgar and decide on the mood of the music. Describe how the musical elements in the table below are used in the music. 

I think the mood of the music is ……………………………………………………………….

1 Melody (is the melody made up of short or long phrases; does it move by steps, leaps or a mixture of both?)

2 Dynamics (is the music loud, soft, changing?)

3 Key (is the music in major or minor key?)
4 Tempo (what is the speed of the music?)

3 Now research Romantic composers of the 19th century. Using the timeline below, add in the names, dates and nationalities of at least six Romantic composers. One has been completed for you.

Timeline:    1800  
1810
1820
1830
1840
1850
1860
1870
1880
1890
1900

1                      
Mendelssohn (1809–47)


(German)
2

3

4

5

6

4 Which four features are typically found in Romantic music?

· Music was expressive and often featured crescendos and diminuendos.
· Pieces were often descriptive and conveyed a particular emotion.
· The harpsichord was prominent in the Romantic era.
· Sonata form was used for first movements of piano sonatas. 
· There was no sense of key in the music.
· Harmony became more complex with chromatic chords.
· Pieces were always very short .
· Music always had to be played at a fast tempo.
Ludwig van Beethoven: Piano Sonata No. 8 in C minor, Pathétique, 
1st movement Sonata 
Section B: Romantic features in the Pathétique, 1st movement
5 The piece is structured in sonata form. The first section is called the exposition. Name the other two sections.
a __________________________________________________________________________________
b __________________________________________________________________________________
6 Describe one feature of the development section. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
7 Complete the following sentences about the melodies (subjects) in this set work.
a In the exposition, the first subject is in the key of ________________________ and the second subject
is in the key of ________________________ .
b The second subject in the recapitulation is in the unexpected key of ________________________ .
8 Name two different types of musical texture used in this movement.
a _______________________________________________________________________________
b __________________________________________________________________________________
9 Listen to the opening few bars of the introduction of this sonata. How is a dramatic mood captured in the music? Make two points.

a __________________________________________________________________________________
b __________________________________________________________________________________
10 Several key features of this sonata movement are listed below. Give a brief definition of each of the following: 

a Alberti bass ________________________________________________________________________
b transition section ___________________________________________________________________
c diminished seventh __________________________________________________________________
d murky bass __________________________________________________________________

e cadential__________________________________________________________________

f chromatic harmony __________________________________________________________________

g dominant preparation ________________________________________________________________

11 Explain how the subtitle of pathétique (meaning suffering) is represented in the music.  

Write your answer here:

Ludwig van Beethoven: Piano Sonata No. 8 in C minor, Pathétique, 
1st movement Sonata 

Section C: Wider listening

In this section you will compare features of Beethoven’s Piano Sonata No. 8, 1st movement, with Mozart’s Piano Sonata in C major K. 545, 1st movement.
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12 Listen to both movements one after the other carefully and then complete the following boxes, listing both similarities and differences you can hear between the two works. One example of each has been given to get you started: They both have the same structure. They are in different keys.
13 Discuss your findings in class with your teacher.

Hint: think about the musical elements in your answers: pitch, melody, texture, tempo, sonority (timbre), instrumentation, harmony, rhythm and metre. 
Similarities:

· Same structure – sonata form

Differences:

· Different key signatures – C minor / C major

14 Thinking about what you discovered and learned in questions 1 and 2, decide for yourself which of the two pieces you prefer and why. This weighing up of the quality and effectiveness of both pieces is called evaluation, and you need to support your choice with good musical reasons. This will be expected in question 9 of the listening paper. For example, you might prefer the Mozart wider listening piece because it is fast and lively, conveying a happy and uplifting mood.
I prefer the piece ……………………………………. composed by………………………….
My reasons for choosing this piece over the other are:
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