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Fusions


Esperanza Spalding: ‘Samba Em Prelúdio’ from the album Esperanza
Section A: Musical contexts

‘Samba Em Préludio’ by Roberto Baden Powell de Aquino and Vinícius de Moraes, performed by Esperanza Spalding, is an example of Latin jazz. To understand the music it’s helpful to look at the wider context of jazz music and its fusions. Jazz music itself is a fusion of many different sorts of music that came together at the start of the 20th century in New Orleans.
1 Find out about the origins of jazz music. What musical styles went into the New Orleans melting pot to create New Orleans jazz?
Write your answers here:

The origins of jazz music:
Musical styles that fused to create New Orleans jazz:

2 The start of the 20th century in America was beset with issues of racial inequality. Find out how these issues were expressed through jazz music.
Write your answer here:

3 Research the main figures in jazz music through the 20th century, starting with Jelly Roll Morton and Louis Armstrong. Put them into the timeline below:
Timeline:    1900  
1910
1920
1930
1940
1950
1960
1970
1980
1990
2000


                Jelly Roll Morton (1890–1941) 

                           Louis Armstrong (1901–71)
4 Which four of the following are typically found in jazz music?

· blues scales and notes

· improvisation
· no sense of metre

· riffs

· samples

· sonata form

· syncopation

· uillean pipes
Esperanza Spalding: ‘Samba Em Prelúdio’ from the album Esperanza
Section B: Features of jazz in ‘Samba Em Prelúdio’
1 This piece is in a Bossa Nova style. What is the English translation of ‘Bossa Nova’?
_____________________________________________________________________________________
2 What instrument does Esperanza Spalding play in this track?
_____________________________________________________________________________________

3 Name two rhythmic features in this track.

a __________________________________________________________________________________
b __________________________________________________________________________________

4 Describe the texture of this track.
Write your answer here:

5 Explain what is meant by the following terms:
a dissonance ________________________________________________________________________
b altered chord _______________________________________________________________________
c dominant seventh ___________________________________________________________________
d circle of fifths ______________________________________________________________________
6 Describe the mood of the piece. How does this reflect the lyrics?
Write your answers here:

The mood of the piece:

How the mood reflects the lyrics:

7 Do you think ‘Samba Em Prelúdio’ is a suitable title for this piece? Give musical reasons for your answer.
Hint: You should refer to the musical elements to justify your response.

Write your answer here:

Esperanza Spalding: ‘Samba Em Prelúdio’ from the album Esperanza
Section C: Wider listening

In this section you will compare features of ‘Samba Em Prelúdio’ by Esperanza Spalding with ‘Pensativo’ from Afro-Cuban Jazz Moods by Dizzy Gillespie y Machito.
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1 Listen to both tracks one after the other carefully and then complete the following boxes, listing both similarities and differences you can hear between the two works. One example of each has been given to get you started: Both tracks begin with a solo, low-pitched instrument with extra parts entering later. ‘Samba Em Prelúdio’ starts in a free tempo after which a steady tempo is maintained throughout, but ‘Pensativo’ changes tempo frequently.
2 Discuss your findings in class with your teacher.

Hint: think about the musical elements in your answers: pitch, melody, texture, tempo, sonority (timbre), instrumentation, harmony, rhythm and metre. 
Similarities:

· Both tracks begin with a solo, low-pitched instrument with extra parts entering later.
Differences:

· ‘Samba Em Prelúdio’ starts in a free tempo after which a steady tempo is maintained throughout, but ‘Pensativo’ changes tempo frequently.
3 Thinking about what you discovered and learned in questions 1 and 2, decide for yourself which of the two pieces you prefer and why. This weighing up of the quality and effectiveness of both pieces is called evaluation, and you need to support your choice with good musical reasons. This will be expected in question 9 of the listening paper. For example, you might prefer ‘Pensativo’ because the bigger band has a wider range of timbres making it more interesting to listen to.
I prefer the piece …………………………………. by …………………………………………..
My reasons for choosing this piece over the other are:
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